
January 19, 2010 
 

The REGULAR Meeting of the Woodland City Council was held on the above date at the 
Woodland City Hall, Council Chambers, 100 Davidson Avenue, at 7:00 p.m. The meeting was 
called to order by Mayor Blum.       
 
Mayor Blum read a statement into the record. He apologized for himself and the council’s 
behavior. He stated that the council and he can do without the distractions brought on by the 
unneeded attention to them, when they as a city, have more important issues to deal with. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   
 
Present: Councilmember John Burke 
 Councilmember Marilee McCall 
 Councilmember Aaron Christopherson 
 Councilmember Susan Humbyrd 
 Councilmember Benjamin Fredricks 
 Councilmember Tom Mattison 
 Councilmember Al Swindell 
 
Absent: None 
 
Also Present: Clerk-Treasurer Mari Ripp 
 Police Chief Rob Stephenson 
 Community Development Planner Keiichiro Zushi 
 Public Works Director Steve Branz 
 Interim Fire Chief Joe Tone 
 City Attorney Bill Eling 
 
MAYOR PRO TEM – ELECTION AND APPOINTMENT BY COUNCIL 
Bill Eling, City Attorney advised the council on the procedure and the law.  
Mayor Blum cited WMC 2.04.040 (Ord 843) 
 
Councilmember Christopherson moved to nominate Marilee McCall. Councilmember Mattison 
seconded the motion.   
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Mattison, Swindell No: None  
Abstain: None.  (7-0) 

       M/S/C     
 
CITIZEN INPUT FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
Marshall Allen,  320 Fir Street, spoke on pay raises in the City. He stated that the Mayors salary 
should be raised in the budget. 

AGENDA APPROVAL 

Councilmember Burke moved to approve the Agenda with the exception of removing item H 
from the agenda. Councilmember Fredricks seconded the motion. Discussion followed. Item H 
was to be taken to the Planning Commission to be reviewed further (to hold a public open house) 
this per the 12/21/2009 minutes.  
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Mattison, Swindell No: None  
Abstain: None.  (7-0) 

       M/S/C     

REPORTS OF CITY OFFICERS 

  Mayor - 
 
 
 
 
 
- 
 
- 
 
- 

2010 Standing Committee assignments; Mayor Blum 
requested that each councilmember meet with him to discuss 
the committee assignments this week at their convenience; he 
agrees with the Ad Hoc Committee assignments presented by 
the council; he requested a 2010 schedule of meetings be 
prepared and forwarded to him 
Transportation lobbying meetings set while at the Legislative 
Action Conference the end of next week 
AWC legislative priorities HB 2618 Street maintenance 
utility  
Liquor license renewal – Los Pepes Restaurant 

  Clerk/Treasurer - Special Joint meeting January 20, 2010 for Woodland 



  
  
- 
 
- 

Quality Community Coalition (WQCC) 6:00 p.m. at the 
Woodland High School library 
2007-2008 Audit (Accountability & Financial Statements)  
Request by council for options for on-line bill pay. Clerk 
Treasurer will report back to the council at a later date 

  Police - 
 
- 

Chief Stephenson back and recovering from shoulder 
surgery  
Push bumper donated to the department for the new police 
vehicle ($700 value) 

  Fire - 
 
 
- 
- 
- 
- 
 
- 
- 
 
 
- 
- 
 
- 

New Volunteer Firefighter, Steve Pitts has been accepted into 
the department and was recognized by the council  
Hansen’s Motel structure fire on January 6, 2010 
Bruce Summers, Jr. notice of retirement 
Ian Jamieson deploying to Afghanistan 
8 applications on file for WA State Recruit Academy to start 
in late February   
Joe Tone is delaying his end date to February 15th  
Social Reception for 4 Fire Chief candidates Thursday, 
January 21, 2010 6:00 p.m. at the Council Chambers  Public 
invited 
Fire Chief Interviews Friday, January 22, 2010 
Kenny Bjur has accepted the firefighter position effective 
February 1st  
Mayor Blum thanked Interim Chief Joe Tone for his efforts 
over the last year  serving as Interim Fire Chief 

  Public Works - Status of Water Sewer Advisory Committee   Joe Tone 
volunteered for the residential member. PW Dept needs to 
contact Jim Haas, Lewis River Inn and Dan Heerman to 
verify their continued involvement 

  Building -   
  Planning - 

- 
- 
  
- 

Private donations-transportation plan Thoeny, CRC, Martin 
Levee certification status   
City Council & Planning Commission Joint Meeting 
February 10, 2010 7:00 p.m. re: Planning Priorities 
City Council Joint meeting 6:00 p.m. February 22, 2010 for 
Public Workshop with COG to discuss PURD standards   

  Attorney -  January Progress report   

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

  Human Resources/ 
Government 

- Susan Humbyrd -
  

 Next meeting to be set 

  Finance - John Burke - Vouchers approved for tonight 
  Public Safety - Marilee McCall - Consolidation of purchasing discussed 

at Cowlitz Co. Summit  
  Public Utilities 

 Facilities  
  
 
 Horseshoe Lake 

Mgmt  

- 
- 
  
 
- 

Tom Mattison 
Joe Tone 
  
 
Tom Golik 

-
-
  
 
-

 Next meeting Feb 9th 5pm 
 3rd floor renovation underway; Planning 
Commission will move to Community 
Center and/or School Board room 
 2 vacancies on committee; meeting last 
Tuesday; DOT is ready to remove pump 
for maintenance 

  Parks/Recreation - Aaron 
Christopherson 

-  Next meeting February 17th 5pm; 
Status of property purchase  

AD HOC COMMITTEES 

  Comprehensive Plan Review   Marilee 
McCall 

-   

  Cowlitz Wahkiakum Council 
of Governments 

  Susan 
Humbyrd 

- 
- 

 Next meeting January 28th  

  AWC/Legislative   Aaron 
Christopherson 

- Elected Officials Essentials workshop in 
February 

  Chamber of Commerce      -   
  Downtown Revitalization   Tom Golik - Flower Basket order forms being 

prepared; back-lighting underway at the 
Mascot sculpture 



  Woodland Quality 
Community Coalition 

  Marilee 
McCall 

- Subcommittee did not meet this month; 
Full group meeting Jan 20th 6pm  

Councilmember Burke announced the Planters Days Committee princesses selected today. They 
are Caitlyn Brentin, Kayla Goss, and Mia Patterson   
 

CITIZEN INPUT FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

Jessica Mullan, 696 Beechwood Street,  support of Councilmember McCall on the Public Safety 
Committee by attending fire chief and fire department meetings. 
 
Recessed at  to  8:06 p.m. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:   
Item C was removed. 
A)  Approve claims voucher warrants number 38971 through 39406 for the month of December, 

2009 in the amount of $147,557.79.  
 
B)  Approve claims voucher warrants number 39047 through 39079 for the first half of the 

month of January, 2010 in the amount of $54,921.34.  
 
Councilmember Christopherson moved to approve the consent agenda  Councilmember 
Fredricks seconded the motion. 
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Mattison, Swindell No: None  
Abstain: None.  (7-0) 

       M/S/C     

ACTION AGENDA:   

Action C) Approval of minutes of January 4th as presented and January 11, 2010 as 
amended 
Councilmember Burke moved to approve the January 4, 2010 minutes as presented and the 
January 11th minutes as amended. Councilmember McCall seconded the motion. Councilmember 
Burke would like the word “disruptive behavior” removed and changed to “a disagreement”. 
Discussion followed.   
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Mattison, Swindell No: None  
Abstain: None.  (7-0) 

       M/S/C     
 
Action D) Authorize purchase of flowmeter & grounding ring for Water Treatment Plant   
Councilmember Christopherson moved to authorize purchase of flowmeter and grounding ring 
for Water Treatment Plant in the amount of $4,983 plus tax. Councilmember McCall seconded 
the motion. Discussion followed.  
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Mattison, Swindell No: None  
Abstain: None.  (7-0) 

       M/S/C     
 
Action E) Authorize purchase of 2010 Chev Colorado pickup for Water Treatment Plant  
Councilmember Burke moved to authorize purchase from State Contract a 2010 Chevrolet 
Colorado pickup for the Water Treatment Plant in the amount of $18,471 plus tax and delivery. 
Councilmember Swindell seconded the motion. Discussion followed.  
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Mattison, Swindell No: None  
Abstain: None.  (7-0) 

       M/S/C     
 
 
Action F) Ordinance No. 1177-vacating a portion of right-of-way on W. Scott Avenue – 
Land Use #209-920 (FINAL READING) 
Councilmember Christopherson moved to adopt FINAL READING of Ordinance No. 1177 – 
vacating a portion of right-of-way located on W. Scott Avenue; Land Use #209-920. 
Councilmember Humbyrd seconded the motion.   
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Mattison, Swindell No: None  
Abstain: None.  (7-0) 

       M/S/C     
 
 



Action G) Ordinance No. 1178 – Purchasing Policy & Procedure (FIRST READING)  
Councilmember Fredricks moved to adopt FIRST READING of Ordinance No. 1178 – 
Purchasing Policy & Procedure. Councilmember Humbyrd seconded the motion. Discussion 
followed.   
Yes: McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Mattison, Swindell No: Burke  Abstain: 
None.  (6-1) 

       M/S/C    
 
Action H) REMOVED FROM AGENDA: Ordinance No. 1172 – Geographically expand 
the Downtown Parking requirement exemption area (FINAL READING) 
This item was removed from the agenda. 
 

 
Action I) Ordinance No. 1179-Amending Ord 843/WMC 2.04.070 Council Standing 
Committees (FIRST & FINAL READING)  
Councilmember McCall moved to adopt FIRST & FINAL READING of Ordinance No. 1179 – 
amending Ordinance No. 843-WMC 2.04.070 Council Standing Committees. Councilmember 
Burke seconded the motion. Discussion followed.  .    
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Mattison, Swindell No: None  
Abstain: None.  (7-0) 

       M/S/C     
 
Action J) Approve 2010 Standing Committees         
Councilmember Christopherson moved to approve Standing Committees for 2010 per 
recommendation of council. Councilmember Humbyrd seconded the motion. Discussion 
followed.     
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Mattison, Swindell No: None  
Abstain: None.  (7-0) 

       M/S/C     
 
The meeting adjourned at  8:57  p.m. 

______________________________________ 

Charles E. Blum, Mayor 

Minutes approved:  February 1, 2010 

  

Attest:  ______________________________________ 

 Mari E. Ripp, Clerk-Treasurer 
 

These minutes are not a verbatim record of the proceedings. 

A recording is available in the office of the Clerk-Treasurer. 
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