
November 15, 2010 
 

 
The REGULAR Meeting of the Woodland City Council was held on the above date at the 
Woodland City Hall, Council Chambers, 100 Davidson Avenue, Woodland WA 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

1. Potential litigation 
At 6:45 p.m. Mayor Blum announced the Executive Session and the expected duration of 15 
minutes with possible action to follow. The Council moved into Executive Session at 6:45 p.m.   
At 7:01 p.m. the Mayor announced an additional 10 minutes will be needed.  The Council moved 
back into regular session at  7:12 p.m. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Blum at 7:16 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.    
 
Present: Councilmember John Burke 
 Councilmember Marilee McCall 
 Councilmember Aaron Christopherson 
 Councilmember Susan Humbyrd 
 Councilmember Benjamin Fredricks 
 Councilmember Al Swindell 
 
Absent: Councilmember Tom Mattison 
 
Also Present: Clerk-Treasurer Mari Ripp 
 Police Chief Rob Stephenson 
 Public Works Director Steve Branz 
 City Attorney Bill Eling 
 Fire Chief Mike Jackson 

CITIZEN INPUT FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
Jack Oxford, 747 Goerig Street-showed the council a few things. He is an Executive Chef at the 
Oak Tree. He displayed job applications (120) that people have turned into him to work at the 
Oak Tree. 
 
Paul Youmans, Director of Pathways 2020 and Cowlitz on the Move. Presented 2 reports on 
providing access to affordable healthy food. 22% in Cowlitz Co. are on food stamps. The 2nd 
report is Community Environmental Health Assessment. This is supported by the Cowlitz 
Wahkiakum Council of Governments.  
 
Walter Hansen, Sr., PO Box 2000, Woodland- re: Draft ordinance for Historical Building.  
Mayor Blum asked the council to set it for a workshop. Mr. Hansen asked for permission to 
address this issue under this place on the agenda. He stated he has served on or been asked to 
serve on historical committees and preservation in the past. In 1976 he was on the Bi-Centennial 
committee. He stated that the 208 Buckeye Street house was on a proposed list for historical 



preservation in the past. He said it was used as a triplex in the past. Commended Sherry Stewart 
on the work done on the house. He is going to seek a historical preservation award from the State 
of Washington.  Also commended Councilmember Fredricks for the work he has done to try and 
save this house and get it recognized as a historical home. 
 
Suzanne Taylor Moore Faveluke,  spoke in favor of the card rooms. She said it would add to 
the tax base. It would be card rooms, not a casino. Asked if the City has looked at La Center and 
they have nice card games. People could come and spend money in town in the shops, stores, 
restaurants and possibly fill motels. She stated that if the Oak Tree is willing to try, they should 
be allowed and given a chance. 
 
Darwin Rounds, 576 Buckeye Street, Woodland- went to La Center for dinner where he  saw a 
lot of enjoyment and laughter. Stated that the card playing is not illegal in the State of 
Washington. He compared the card playing to boating and other activities. Freedom, the right to 
pursuit of happiness, the money that can be generated. He has not heard any relevant facts, only 
feelings and thoughts.  Asks the council to allow the card rooms and let people make the choice. 
 
Donna Butler, 315 Hollyberry Street, Woodland- clarified about a recent article in the Reflector. 
She previously shared concerns that the Gambling Commission has printed such as the primary 
activity of the Gambling Commission is to address theft, cheating, and illegal activities. She said 
wanted to share the information from both sides. 

AGENDA APPROVAL 
Mayor Blum announced the  addition of item R) Special Event for Winter Festival on December 
4th and Councilmember McCall added item S) CAP request for letter of support for CDBG 
Grounds for Opportunity grant. Councilmember McCall moved to approve the agenda. 
Councilmember Swindell seconded the motion. Discussion followed. 
 
Amendment: 
Councilmember Fredricks asked to add another item after Consent Agenda to refer the draft  
ordinance for historical building and to refer to the City Attorney and have it as an action item on 
the December 20, 2010 council meeting with an Executive Session and place it after Consent and 
before Action item G.  Councilmember McCall seconded the motion. Discussion followed.    
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell No: None  Abstain: None.  
(6-0) 

       M/S/C     
Main motion: 
Move to approve the agenda with the addition of Consent items R) Special Event for Winter 
Festival on December 4th and add S) CAP request for letter of support for CDBG Grounds for 
Opportunity grant and to add Action item T) draft ordinance for historical buildings to refer to 
the City Attorney and have it as an action item on the December 20, 2010 council meeting with 
an Executive Session and place it after Consent and before Action item G.    
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell No: None  Abstain: None.  
(6-0) 

       M/S/C     
 



REPORTS OF CITY OFFICERS 
Mayor - Letter from State Dept. of Correction received today requesting a jail facility 

to be built in Woodland   They asked for a response by January 6, 2011. 
Copies will be provided to the council. 

Clerk/Treasurer - 
- 
 
- 
 
- 
- 
 
- 
 

Gambling license renewal – VFW 
Tuesday, November 16th 5:00 p.m. After Hours hosted by WQCC (City, 
Port, School) at the Grange 
Special Meeting and Public hearing November 22, 2010 7:00 p.m. for 2011 
Final Budget (FIRST READING);  
Adopt 2011 Budget (FINAL READING) December 6, 2010 7:00 p.m. 
Special Meeting December 13, 2010 7:00 p.m. to adopt 2011 Legislative 
priorities  
Special Meeting January 10, 2011 7:00 p.m. Facility funding options  

Police -  
Fire -  
Public Works -  
Building -  
Planning - Status of Community Development Planner position opening 
Attorney - Moved to Dec 6th-Per City Attorney-Ordinance No. 1188-to to repeal WMC 

3.04.020 prohibiting card rooms in the City of Woodland and gambling 
regulations and taxation (public card rooms) (FINAL READING) 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
Human Resources/ 
Government 

- Susan Humbyrd - 
 

Union negotiations on-going for 
Teamsters 58 Public Works and 
Clerical units; Next meeting December 
8th 5pm  

Finance - Benjamin Fredricks - Met Nov 9th re: action items tonight; 
other business; report on fund balance 
for 2010 and 2011 for 301 General 
Reserve; next meeting scheduled is Nov 
22nd 5pm  

Public Safety - Marilee McCall - Met tonight discussed renewal of Clark  
2 contract  ; Clark District 5 meeting on 
Regional Fire Authority study on Nov 
30th; Action item H tonight’s agenda 
and reallocating funds from care & 
custody of prisoners for 2010. 

Public Utilities 
 

• Facilities  
 
• Horseshoe Lake Mgmt 

- 
 
- 
 
- 

Tom Mattison 
 
Marilee McCall 
 
Tom Golik 

- 
 
- 
 
- 

Last meeting was cancelled due to 
conflict with the Finance Committee. 
Workshop on January 10th  
 
Pump and letter from WADOT 



Parks/Recreation - Aaron 
Christopherson 

- Next meeting November 17th 5:00 pm 
at the Community Center; awaiting 
news on the  parkland acquisition 
appraisal  

AD HOC COMMITTEES 
Comprehensive Plan Review  Marilee McCall - Cowlitz is proceeding with their Comp 

Plan review; Woodland workshop was 
held on the same date as the AWC 
Regional meeting; asked them to 
contact the city to address items 

Cowlitz Wahkiakum Council of 
Governments 

 Susan Humbyrd - 
- 

Next meeting Nov 18th at noon 
Nov 2010 newsletter 

AWC/Legislative  Aaron 
Christopherson 

-  

Chamber of Commerce    -  
Downtown Revitalization  Walter Hansen Sr. - Going to partner with 2 businesses in 

Clark Co.; advertise in their booklet to 
the SW region; past had a Senior 
Planner attend their meeting and gave 
them ideas ; Elected officers; next 
meeting Tuesday Nov 23rd at the 
Grange 

Woodland Quality Community 
Coalition 

 Marilee McCall - Will be hosting the Chamber After 
Hours on November 16th at the 
Grange 5:00 p.m.; Public is invited 

Recessed at 8:02 p.m. to 8:10 p.m.    
 
CITIZEN INPUT FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
Grover Laseke, 307 Buckeye Street, Woodland-has lived in Woodland since 1996 in the 
companion house to the 208 Buckeye Street house.  they have served as past city 
councilmembers in Toledo, and he has served as a former mayor in Toledo twice. They 
understand how city government should work. He and his wife are disappointed. Disappointed in 
the matter at 208 Buckeye Street and how it has been handled by the city; Disappointed in the 
job of how the city officials have done in resolving the issue in a businesslike and timely 
manner; Disappointed that he has to come to a city council meeting to complain about our city 
government;  Disappointed and embarrassed that the press has so much to cover in Woodland at 
our city council meetings. He stated that his wife and he are innocent victims in this issue. The 
neighbors involved have all lived in the neighborhood for a long time and have served the city in 
a variety of positions. He was the former Police Chief in Woodland for 8 years and has served on 
committees. In return they counted on the city to do its job to protect them through laws, 
ordinances and policy. They abide by following the rules of the city. Encourages the council to 
vote yes for the action item P to authorize the city to hire a land use legal service contract to 
resolve this matter.  
 



Sherry Stewart, PO Box 477, Woodland-  stated that this is the first time she has met Grover 
Laseke. She stated she did have a permit to do the work. She later received a notice to cease and 
desist the building for a triplex. She has updated the electrical, to maintain the structural integrity 
of the house. She is excited about the draft historical ordinance. She wished that there would 
have been some former dialogue with the neighbors. 
 
Debbie Deans, 263 Buckeye Street, Woodland-lives across the street from the 208 Buckeye 
Street. They have not corresponded with the owner because they expected the city to be good 
stewards of the codes of the city. She stated this process has taken 9 months. They have hired 
their own attorney to get the city to move forward and get some answers.  They do not feel that 
this argument should take place in a council meeting. There are processes for this. There will be 
a time to speak on this matter. She addressed the draft of the ordinance for historical buildings. 
She feels that is may be rushed through. She asked if it can be adopted without a hearing or 
workshop? 
 
Cheryl Cline, 11313 Lewis River Rd. Ariel -inquired about the gambling license renewal 
previously announced under reports. It was clarified that pulltabs/punchboards, raffles and bingo 
are allowed.  She stated that morally there is no difference.  
 
Darlene Johnson, PO Box 1808, Woodland-1) pleased that the council was going to have a draft 
about the 208 Buckeye Street/Foglia home   2) Card rooms-private enterprise and a property 
right. It is a business decision that should be allowed.  3) Round-about. Would like the 
Transportation Plan to be updated and the entire industrial area to be included. 
 
Also announced that the Jason Holdahl Chiropratic ribbon cutting at the Oak Tree Plaza and re-
opening on Nov 16th at 4:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 
Announced the Holland America ribbon cutting for the new freezers on Friday, November 19th 
10:00 a.m. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Removed items C, D and T. 
A.  Move to approve claims voucher warrants number 40542 through 40608 for the first half of 

the month of November, 2010 in the amount of $309,883.62. 
B. Move to approve minutes of November 1 and 8, 2010 as presented. 
E. Move to authorize Mayor to sign letter of support for CAP Rural Public Transportation 

Grant.  
F. Authorize renewal of MuniCode website and codification services in the amount of $400 

plus $25 per new ordinance. (see motion to re-consider later in agenda.) 
R. Authorize Special Event by Woodland Moose for Winter festival on December 4, 2010 and 

use of city facilities per letter of request and waive fees.  
S. CAP request for letter of support for CDBG Grounds for Opportunity grant  

 
Councilmember McCall moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Councilmember Christopherson 
seconded the motion.   



Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell No: None  Abstain: None.  
(6-0) 

       M/S/C     
ACTION AGENDA: 
 
Action C) Excuse Councilmember Christopherson from November 8, 2010 Special Meeting 
Discussion ensued.  No motion was received. (Clerk will mark as unexcused.) 
 
Action G)  Authorize Mayor to sign Rental Agreement with West Coast Training for space 
at Public Safety Facility/300 E. Scott Avenue 
Councilmember McCall moved to authorize Mayor to sign Rental Agreement with West Coast 
Training for space at Public Safety Facility/300 E. Scott Avenue.  Councilmember Swindell 
seconded the motion. Discussion followed.    
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell No: None  Abstain: None.  
(6-0) 

       M/S/C     
Motion to Re-consider item F) 
Councilmember McCall moved to Re-Consider item F.  Councilmember Humbyrd seconded the 
motion.  Discussion followed.  Point of Order by Councilmember Fredricks.  
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell No: None  Abstain: None.  
(6-0) 

       M/S/C     
 
Action F) Authorize renewal of MuniCode website and codification services-REFERRED 
TO FINANCE COMMITTEE  
Councilmember McCall moved to authorize renewal of MuniCode website and codification 
services in the amount of $400 plus $25 per new ordinance. Councilmember Burke seconded the 
motion. Discussion followed.  
 
Motion to Refer to Committee: 
Councilmember McCall moved to refer to Finance Committee for further research and options. 
Councilmember Fredricks seconded the motion. Discussion followed.  
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell No: None  Abstain: None.  
(6-0) 

       M/S/C     
 
Action T)  To have the draft ordinance for historical buildings referred to the City 
Attorney for review and follow up and with possible action item on the December 20, 2010 
council meeting and with an Executive Session – TABLED to a January 24,  2011 
workshop 
Councilmember Fredricks moved to have the draft ordinance for historical buildings referred to 
the City Attorney and with possible action item on the December 20, 2010 council meeting and 
with an Executive Session. Councilmember Burke seconded the motion. City Attorney 
commented on allowable items that are subject to Executive Session.   
 
 



Motion to Table: 
Councilmember Swindell moved to table to a date specific for a workshop on January 24, 2011. 
Councilmember Burke seconded the motion. Discussion followed.    
Yes: Burke, McCall, Swindell No: Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks  Abstain: None.  (3-3) 

       M/S/Tie     
Mayor breaks tie and votes to table to a workshop on January 24th. 
 
Action G)  Authorize Mayor to sign Wal-mart dedication for round about at Dike Access 
and Schurman Way 
Councilmember Burke moved to authorize Mayor to sign Wal-mart dedication for round about at 
Dike Access and Schurman Way subject to item 5 of the Agreement to be completed. 
Councilmember Fredricks seconded the motion.  
Jack McCullough, counsel for Wal-mart commented on the document. Discussion followed.    
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Fredricks, Swindell No: Humbyrd  Abstain: None.  (5-1) 

       M/S/C     
 
Action H)  Authorize purchase of police car and related equipment in the amount not to 
exceed $26,000 plus tax and authorize 2010 budget amendment 
Councilmember Burke moved to authorize purchase of police car and related equipment in the 
amount not to exceed $26,000 plus tax and authorize 2010 budget amendment. Councilmember 
McCall seconded the motion. Discussion followed.  
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell No: None  Abstain: None.  
(6-0) 

       M/S/C     
Action I)  Authorize Mayor to sign special services Agreement with CWCOG for planning 
services 
Councilmember Swindell moved to authorize Mayor to sign special services Agreement with 
CWCOG for planning services. Councilmember Burke seconded the motion. Discussion 
followed.  
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell No: None  Abstain: None.  
(6-0) 

       M/S/C     
Action J)  Ordinance No. 1200 – Property Tax levy for 2011 (101%) (FINAL READING). 
Councilmember Swindell moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1200 – Property Tax levy for 2011 
(101%) (FINAL READING). Councilmember Humbyrd seconded the motion. Discussion 
followed.  
Yes: McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell No: Burke None  Abstain: None.  
(5-1) 

       M/S/C     
Action K)  Resolution No. 592 – setting percentage increase for 2011 property tax levy 
Councilmember McCall moved to adopt Resolution No. 592 – setting percentage increase for 
2011 property tax levy (resolution required by Dept of Revenue). Councilmember Swindell 
seconded the motion. Discussion followed.   
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell No: None  Abstain: None.  
(6-0) 

       M/S/C     



 
Action L)  Ordinance No. 1197-3rd Quarter 2010 Budget Amendments  (FIRST & FINAL 
READING) 
Councilmember Fredricks moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1197-3rd Quarter 2010 Budget 
Amendments  (FIRST & FINAL READING). Councilmember Humbyrd seconded the motion. 
Discussion followed.   
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell No: None  Abstain: None.  
(6-0) 

       M/S/C     
Action M)  Ordinance No. 1201-to authorize and Interfund Loan to 351 Fire Impact Fees 
from 301 General Reserve (FIRST & FINAL READING) 
Councilmember Burke moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1201-to authorize and Interfund Loan to 
351 Fire Impact Fees from 301 General Reserve (FIRST & FINAL READING). 
Councilmember McCall seconded the motion. Discussion followed.  
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell No: None  Abstain: None.  
(6-0) 

       M/S/C     
 
Action N)  Authorize Mayor to sign addendum to Cowlitz County Interlocal Agreement 
regarding payment of Rural Development Funds for the Schurman Way/Dike Road 
Roundabout 
Councilmember Swindell moved to authorize Mayor to sign addendum to Cowlitz County 
Interlocal Agreement regarding payment of Rural Development Funds for the Schurman 
Way/Dike Road Roundabout. Councilmember Fredricks seconded the motion. Discussion 
followed.  
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Fredricks, Swindell No: Humbyrd  Abstain: None.  (5-1) 

       M/S/C   
 
Action O)  Ordinance No. 1198 - concerning Land Use Application #209-933: Adoption of 
the 2010 Southwest Woodland Industrial Subarea Transportation Plan (FIRST 
READING) 
Councilmember McCall moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1198 - concerning Land Use Application 
#209-933: Adoption of the 2010 Southwest Woodland Industrial Subarea Transportation Plan 
(FIRST READING). Councilmember Swindell seconded the motion. Discussion followed.   
Staff will provide additional information re: staff report on this item. 
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Fredricks, Swindell No: Humbyrd  Abstain: None.  (5-1) 

       M/S/C    
 
Action P)  Authorize the Mayor to sign the land use legal service contract with Foster 
Pepper concerning the Appeal filed on behalf of Sherry Stewart concerning 208 Buckeye 
Street 
Councilmember Burke moved to authorize the Mayor to sign the land use legal service contract 
with Foster Pepper concerning the Appeal filed on behalf of Sherry Stewart concerning 208 
Buckeye Street. Councilmember Swindell seconded the motion. Discussion followed.   
Yes: Burke, McCall, Swindell No: Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks  Abstain: None.  (3-3) 

       M/S/Tie    



 
Action Q) Ordinance No. 1196-to adopt off street public parking (FIRST READING) 
Councilmember Fredricks moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1196-to adopt off street public parking 
(FIRST READING). Councilmember Humbyrd seconded the motion. Discussion followed. 
 
Amendment: 
Councilmember Fredricks moved to amend the motion to with the exception of city property 
located at 230 Davidson Avenue. Councilmember Burke seconded the motion.  Discussion 
followed. Attorney Eling commented on the matter if it is referred to a court.   
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell No: None  Abstain: None.  
(6-0) 

       M/S/C     
Main motion: 
To adopt Ordinance No. 1196-to adopt off street public parking (FIRST READING) with the 
exception of city property located at 230 Davidson Avenue.  
Yes: Burke, McCall, Christopherson, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell No: None  Abstain: None.  
(6-0) 

       M/S/C     

The meeting was adjourned at  10:05 p.m.    

 

______________________________________ 
Charles E. Blum, Mayor 

Minutes approved:        
 

Attest:   
 
    
Mari E. Ripp, Clerk-Treasurer 
 

These minutes are not a verbatim record of the proceedings. 
A recording is available in the office of the Clerk-Treasurer. 
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