
March 19, 2012 
 
 
The Special Meeting / Executive Session of the Woodland City Council was held on the above 
date at the Woodland City Hall, Council Chambers, 100 Davidson Avenue, Woodland WA.  The 
meeting was called to order by Mayor Grover Laseke at 6:30 p.m.  
 
Present: Councilmember John Burke 
 Councilmember Marilee McCall 
 Councilmember Susan Humbyrd 
 Councilmember Benjamin Fredricks 
 Councilmember Al Swindell 
 Councilmember Marshall Allen 
 Councilmember Scott Perry 
 
Absent: None 
 
Also Present: Clerk-Treasurer Mari Ripp 
 City Attorney Bill Eling 
 Fire Chief Mike Jackson 
 
Mayor Laseke announced the Executive Session with an expected duration of 30 minutes. At 
6:30 p.m. the Council moved into: 

EXECUTIVE SESSION   (per RCW 42.30.140 (4)  with Bill Eling, City Attorney 

1. Potential Litigation  
 
The council adjourned the Executive Session at 6:41 p.m. and recessed.  
 
The REGULAR Meeting of the Woodland City Council was held on the above date at the 
Woodland City Hall, Council Chambers, 100 Davidson Avenue, Woodland WA.  The meeting 
was called to order by Mayor Grover Laseke at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
   
Present: Councilmember John Burke 
 Councilmember Marilee McCall 
 Councilmember Susan Humbyrd 
 Councilmember Benjamin Fredricks 
 Councilmember Al Swindell 
 Councilmember Marshall Allen 
 Councilmember Scott Perry 
 
Absent: None 
 
Also Present: Clerk-Treasurer Mari Ripp 
 City Attorney Bill Eling 
 Fire Chief Mike Jackson 



 Community Development Planner Carolyn Johnson 
 Public Works Director Bart Stepp 
 
 
CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
 Noel Johnson, PO Box 1955, thanked the Chamber and the Fat Moose for the hosting the last 
After Hours, thanked the Port for supporting the new high school,  reported that the Oak Tree has 
opened a new Asian Restaurant and the food is excellent and on a personal note, he has a new 
Great Grandson  
 
CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
Noel Johnson, PO Box 1955, Woodland’s future is now. 3 words – why, when and where? He 
described the reasons. Why-it is needed as the high school is old, does not fill today’s needs and 
is crowded. When-now because of  low rates. Where-there were 3 sites, but the Dike Road site is 
the best suited for the needs. Vote to pass the bond issue for the new high school. 
 
Mike Rosenbalm, 295 Lane Road, Woodland -  spoke on the Woodland School Achievement 
award and the stated the school is doing a great job (K-12). 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – Woodland School District Bond Measure relating to Resolution 
No. 609 
Mayor Laseke called for public comment. 
 
Mike Rosenbalm, 295 Lane Road -  supports the bond issue and a yes vote for the construction 
of a new high school. He mentioned crowding, lack of space, scheduling for events, current use 
of many portable classrooms, not enough room for the kids to fit in the gym. 
 
Michael Green, Woodland School District Superintendent, he mentioned the crowding at all the 
schools.  There is a huge need for space and quality facilities. He spoke on the need to support 
science labs, technology, power, etc.  The time is now as the bond rate is at an all time low. 
 
John Shoup, 211 Misty Lane, has watched the bond and past voter history. There are quality 
students, staff, etc. Now is the time and urges the council to support the resolution. 
 
Darlene Johnson, PO Box 1808,  agrees with the need and all the other aspects of the bond 
measure but does not support the location as it could hinder the industrial area. Thinks it is short-
sighted to place it there. It will hurt bringing future industrial development in the area. Urges the 
council to look at the long-term affects. The site needs to be looked at for options.  
 
Joan Huston, 630 Embassy Loop, Woodland High School Technology teacher, a parent, a 
former graduate.   Came previously from Heritage High School and sees what having a new 
school can do for the pride of the students. A new school is needed. 
 
Jim Bays, Woodland School Board, PO Box 1389, lived in Woodland his entire life and served 
the community for many years. Back in 2002/2003 the board looked at many sites, including 
Scott Hill, Lewis River Road (near the Intermediate School), and the current selected site at Dike 



Road. The board studied it over and over and feels this is the place to build. It has been the intent 
to build on this site.  Spoke on the future of Woodland including the parkland at Scott Hill Road, 
the new police station, the Scott Avenue Crossing project. Spoke of the bond rates today and the 
cost. Requests the council support on the resolution. 
 
Morgan Kinneor, 39302 NW 29th Avenue,  President of the Student Body at Woodland High 
School.   Woodland has received many academic and athletic awards and is in the top 5% of 
achievement. The time is now to vote yes and support the students. 
 
Asha Riley, 255 Little Kalama River Road, has a 3rd grade student and urges support of the new 
school and to vote yes. Do what is right for kids. 
 
Benno Dobbe,   1066 S. Pekin Road, parent of 3 children who attended Woodland High School 
and also has grandchildren who attend Woodland Schools. Reiterates the same comments as 
previous given, except the site, which he does support at Dike Road.  Researched the Olympic 
gas pipeline that is near the school site and the representatives he spoke to answered his 
questions and he is not concerned with this matter. These representatives will be at the next 
Chamber meeting on March 27th and will address any questions relating to the pipeline matter.  
He also mentioned that he supports the site and does not feel there will be problems with the 
industrial area. Urged the council to support the passage of the resolution. 

AGENDA APPROVAL 
Councilmember Burke moved to approve the meeting agenda. Councilmember Humbyrd 
seconded the motion. Discussion followed.   
Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (7-
0) 

       M/S/C     
REPORTS OF CITY OFFICERS (Limited) 

Mayor - 
 
- 
- 
 
 
 
 
 
- 
 
 
- 
 
- 
- 

Proclamation-Woodland High School Achievement Award presented to 
the school at an assembly on March 12th  
April 9th meeting in Kelso on the FEMA FIRM maps  
In January 2012 Nelson Holmberg, Port; Councilmember Swindell, Ken 
Alexander and Mayor Laseke attended the AWC Legislative Action 
conference and lobbied for funding for the Scott Avenue Crossing 
NEPA Study. The City and Port were notified that a $2 million grant 
award is pending. Also recognized Mayor Blum and Councilmember 
Swindell from lobbying in prior years. 
Audit exit complete and 2009/2010 Financial Report and 
Accountability;  audit to be issued on March 26th. Commended staff for 
their efforts in another year of a clean audit report.   
Public Facilities (Police Station) Bond rating conference call to be held 
March 26 or 27th.  
Jim Graham memorial tile and dedication at Planters Days 
Workshops for April, May and June; Possibly take July and August off; 
April topic- report on Prothman Report; May-budget review and 



planning; June-open; Saturday, April 21st 8am is the next planning 
retreat of the council 

Clerk-Treasurer - 
 
- 

Report on paperless council packets-possible effective date of May 7th  ; 
Finance Committee recommendation forthcoming 

Liquor license renewal-Oak Tree Restaurant & Card Room 
Fire - 

 
 
 
 
 
 
- 

Fire Banquet Award recipients: 
-Jack’s Towing/Dave Wells - Business of the Year 
-Brian Ellis-Bull Dog Award (passed member to member) 
-Josh Gleason-Rookie of the Year 
-Sandy Kern-EMS Responder of the Year 
-Justin Gordon-Firefighter of the Year 
-Kenny Bjur and Jade Bourke-Chief’s award  
Replacement of the 2 Fire bay doors- installation should begin next 
week 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
A. Approve Claims Voucher warrants 43009 through 43067 for the first half of the month of 

March, 2012 in the amount of $122,922.41. 
 

B. Approval of minutes of February 29, March 5 and 12, 2012. 
 

C. Approval of re-appointment of Park Board members Virginia Allen and Mike Curry to 4 year 
terms expiring 2/19/2016. 

 
Councilmember Burke moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Councilmember Swindell 
seconded the motion.     
Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (7-
0) 

       M/S/C     
 
ACTION AGENDA 
Action D) Authorize Mayor to sign Agreement with Port of Woodland regarding the 
construction of Guild Road Project 
Councilmember Swindell moved to authorize Mayor to sign Agreement with the Port of 
Woodland regarding the construction of Guild Road Project. Councilmember Burke seconded 
the motion.    Discussion followed.   
Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (7-
0) 

       M/S/C     
 
 
 
 
Action E) Authorize Mayor to sign Guild Road Construction Management Services 
Agreement with Gray & Osborne 



Councilmember Burke moved to authorize Mayor to sign Guild Road Construction Management 
Services Agreement with Gray & Osborne in the amount of $261,982. Councilmember Swindell 
seconded the motion.    Discussion followed.  
Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (7-
0) 

       M/S/C     
The council recessed at 8:07 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.   
 
Action F) Adopt Ordinance No. 1232 – Amending WMC Title 17 to Add Retreat Centers as 
Conditional Uses (FINAL READING) 
Councilmember Burke moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1232 – Amending WMC Title 17 to Add 
Retreat Centers as Conditional Uses (FINAL READING). Councilmember Fredricks seconded 
the motion.   Discussion followed.  
Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen No: Perry  Abstain: None.  (6-1) 

       M/S/C     
 
Action G) Adopt Resolution No. 609 – Supporting the Woodland School District bond 
measure to support a new high school 
Councilmember Swindell moved to adopt Resolution 609 – Supporting the Woodland School 
District bond measure to support a new high school. Councilmember Fredricks seconded the 
motion.  Discussion followed.   
Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (7-
0) 

       M/S/C     
 Recessed at  8:25 p.m. to 8:26 p.m.  
 
Action H) Authorize Mayor to sign Joint Defense Agreement with MRSC to explore 
pursing possible defense of AT&T mobility tax refund claim and Confidentiality 
Agreement 
Councilmember Humbyrd moved to authorize Mayor to sign Joint Defense Agreement with 
MRSC to explore pursing possible defense of AT&T mobility tax refund claim and 
Confidentiality Agreement. Councilmember Fredricks seconded the motion. 
Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (7-
0) 

       M/S/C     
   
Action I) Adopt Ordinance No. 1236-to add “Public Facilities” as a Standing Committee to 
WMC 2.04.070 (FINAL READING) 
Councilmember McCall moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1236-to add “Public Facilities” as a 
Standing Committee to WMC 2.04.070 (FINAL READING). Councilmember Humbyrd 
seconded the motion.   Discussion followed.  
Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (7-
0) 

       M/S/C     
 



Action J) Authorize Mayor to sign Service Agreement with UL, LLC for annual ladder and 
pumper testing 
Councilmember Fredricks moved to authorize Mayor to sign a one-time service agreement with 
UL, LLC for annual aerial ladder testing, ground ladder testing, and pumper testing in an amount 
up to $2,300. Councilmember McCall seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  
Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (7-
0) 

       M/S/C     
   
Action K) Authorize Mayor to sign Service Agreement with National Hose Testing 
Specialties, Inc. and authorize budget amendment 
Councilmember McCall moved to authorize Mayor to sign a one-time service agreement with 
National Hose Testing Specialties, Inc. for hose testing services in an amount not to exceed 
$2,750 and authorize budget amendment to transfer funds in the amount of $750 from vehicle 
repair line item to hose testing. Councilmember Humbyrd seconded the motion.  Discussion 
followed.  
Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (7-
0) 

       M/S/C     
   
ADJOURNMENT  
Councilmember Allen moved to adjourn the meeting at  8:33 p.m. Councilmember Burke 
seconded the motion.    
Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (7-
0) 

       M/S/C     
   
 

______________________________________ 
Grover B. Laseke, Mayor 

Minutes approved:  April 2, 2012 
  

 

Attest:  ______________________________________ 
 Mari E. Ripp, Clerk-Treasurer 
 

These minutes are not a verbatim record of the proceedings. 
A recording is available in the office of the Clerk-Treasurer 
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