
May 7, 2012 
 
The SPECIAL and REGULAR Meeting of the Woodland City Council was held on the above 
date at the Woodland City Hall, Council Chambers, 100 Davidson Avenue, Woodland WA.  The 
Special meeting was called to order by Mayor Grover Laseke at 6:34 p.m. and the council moved 
into Executive Session.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION   (per RCW 42.31.010 and 42.30.140 (4) 

with Bill Eling, City Attorney and Jennifer Montgomery, Allied Employers 

1. Labor Negotiations – WPOA (Police)  
 
Executive session ended at 7:03 p.m. 
 
The Regular meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
  
Present: Councilmember John Burke 
 Councilmember Marilee McCall 
 Councilmember Susan Humbyrd 
 Councilmember Benjamin Fredricks 
 Councilmember Al Swindell 
 Councilmember Marshall Allen 
 Councilmember Scott Perry 
 
Absent: Police Chief Rob Stephenson 
 
Also Present: Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Gina Anderson 
 City Attorney Bill Eling 
 Fire Chief Mike Jackson 
 Community Development Planner Carolyn Johnson 
 Public Works Director Bart Stepp 
 
 
CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS FOR ITEMS NOT
None   

 ON THE AGENDA 

 
CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
 Eric Yakovich

 

, Chief Executive Officer of Cowlitz County Guidance Association, 921 14th 
Avenue, Longview, thanked the Mayor and Council for the Proclamation and the statement it 
makes to the community.  There have been great advancements in mental illness in the last 
twenty years. Today we know that everyone can recover from mental illness, if treated 
appropriately.    

 Darlene Johnson, 

 

 PO Box 1808, Woodland, addressed Item J – Resolution 611. There is 
concern about the Mayor getting a pay raise to do the job he was elected to do.  It is not in good 
faith to the voters.   

 



 

Jim Nelson, Martin & Nelson – Police Station Bond and Financing 
PRESENTATION 

             

 Mental Health Month 
PROCLAMATION 

 
AGENDA APPROVAL 
Councilmember  Fredricks moved to approve the meeting agenda with moving action item G, 
Ordinance No.1237 – Bond Ordinance, to the next item. Councilmember Burke the motion.   
Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (7-
0) 
             M/S/C     
 

Councilmember Fredricks moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1237 – Bond Ordinance for funding 
the Police Station construction and to include the refunding issuance of the 2005 LTGO bonds 
(FIRST & FINAL READING).  Councilmember Humbyrd seconded the motion.  

 Action G) Adopt Ordinance No. 1237 – Bond Ordinance for funding the Police Station 
construction and to include the refunding issuance of the 2005 LTGO bonds (FIRST & 
FINAL READING) 

Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None Abstain: None.  (7-
0) 
            M/S/C     
Council recessed at 7:35 p.m. and reconvened at 7:37 p.m. 
 

REPORTS OF CITY OFFICERS 
Mayor - 

 
- 
 
- 
- 
- 

Discussion on the direction of Prothman Report regarding Clerk Treasurer 
Department 
Margaret Colf Hepola, May 19th Important Birthday, 1:00-4:00 p.m. at 
Historical Museum 
AWC seeking nominations for boards 
Public Utility Tax Review on May 21st Agenda  
Farmer’s Market on May 21st Agenda 

Clerk/Treasurer - 
- 
- 
- 
 
- 
 

Accepting applications through May 14th for The Big Idea Board vacancy 
Liquor license application from Hi-School Pharmacy 
Liquor Revenue Impacts 
Special Meeting/Workshop May 14, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. re: 2012 Budget and 
2013 Budget and preparation  
Executive Session Monday, May 21, 2012 at 6:15 p.m. regarding Labor 
Negotiations 

Fire - 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

Staffing Report for April to be emailed 
May staffing 
Responses YTD 333 - 2 responses ahead of last year 
Thank you to Public Works on the Roof Project 
Overhead Doors Complete with one small exception 
Training Complete for  Firefighter I – Isaac Porter, Edward Aldrete 
Three EMT Graduates – Jeff Taylor, Josh Gleason, Jay Bourke  

Public Works - Office has been moved to 300 East Scott 



 

- Guild Road bid opening May 15th 
Planning - 

 
 

Staff received guidance at the SW Planners Forum regarding the zoning of 
collective gardens as well as a model zoning ordinance. Planning Commission 
to review materials at their upcoming, May 17th meeting 

Attorney - 
- 

April 2012 Attorney Report distributed 
AT&T Lawsuit – served last week along with 135 cities   

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
 Human Resources/ 

Government 
- Susan Humbyrd - 

 
 
- 

Met April 30th and discussed E-
packets and Current Goals & 
Priorities,  
Next meeting May 24th,  5:30 
p.m. 

 Finance - Benjamin Fredricks - 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- 

Met April 23rd and discussed 
letter of support for broadband 
feasibility study, invitation to bid 
on official newspaper, petty cash 
change fund increase, Cowlitz 
election bill, Scott Avenue 
Crossing Project, 2013 Budget 
Workshop on May 14th, utilities 
program for fall installation, 
budget plan for utility customers  
and web & e-packets,   
Next Meeting, May 14th 5:00 pm 

 Public Safety - Marilee McCall 
 

- 
- 

Met April 16th  
Next meeting, May 14th  5:30 pm 

 Public Utilities 
 
 

• Horseshoe Lake Mgmt 

- 
 
 
- 
 
 

Al Swindell 
 
 
Scott Perry 

- 
- 
 
- 
- 
- 

Met April 10th  
Next meeting, May 8th, 5:30 pm 
Met April 12th  
Pump Installed 
Water Sampling 
Next meeting, May 10th, 7:00 pm 

 Facilities - Marilee McCall - 
 
 
 
 
 
- 

Met April 23rd and discussed 
update on police  
building, bond status, Williams 
Scotsman agreement, Fire 
Station 1 Roof bid status, PW 
Admin Office 
Next meeting, June 11th 5:30 pm 

 Parks/Recreation - Al Swindell - 
- 

Met April 18th     
Next meeting May 16th 5:00 pm 
at Port Office 

AD HOC COMMITTEES 
 Cowlitz Wahkiakum Council of 

Governments 
- Susan Humbyrd - 

 
Met April 26th and viewed HUD 
presentation 

 AWC/Legislative - Al Swindell - AWC Conference is June 19th – 



 

 21st in Vancouver 
 Chamber of Commerce  - John Burke - 

 
 
- 

New Executive Director of Mt St 
Helens Center speaker at 
Chamber lunch tomorrow 
Golf Tournament on July 27th 

 Downtown Woodland 
Revitalization 

 John Burke - Plants being distributed 
tomorrow 

 
Councilmember Perry requested Item E, confirm appointment of Murali Amirineni to the 
Planning Committee, be removed from the Consent Agenda. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
A. Approve voucher warrants number 43188 through 43272 for the month of April 2012 in the 

amount of $226,346.48 and payroll warrants numbered 29595 through 29610 for the month 
of April, 2012 in the amount of $292,579.61 for a grand total of $518,926.09. 

B. Approval of minutes of April 16 and 21, 2012. 
C. Confirm appointment of James Haas to the Lodging Tax Advisory Committee to a term 

ending 12/31/2012. 
D. Authorize Special Event/Street closure for VFW Memorial Dedication on Saturday, May 19, 

2012 from 12:45 p.m. to 1:45 p.m. 
 

F. Authorize addition of sign code amendments to 2012 Planning Commission Priorities 
 
Councilmember Swindell moved to approve the Consent Agenda items A, B, C,  D & F. 
Councilmember Burke seconded the motion.    
Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None;Abstain: None. (7-0) 
            M/S/C     
 

 
ACTION AGENDA 

Councilmember Fredricks moved to confirm appointment of Murali Amirineni to the Planning 
Committee for a six (6) year term 05/16/2012 to 05/16/2018.  Councilmember Burke seconded 
the motion.  Discussion ensued.  

ACTION E) Confirm appointment of Murali Amirineni to the Planning Committee 

Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen No: Perry  Abstain: None.  (6-1) 
            M/S/C    
 
Council recessed at 8:31 p.m. and reconvened at 8:40 p.m. 
 

Councilmember Swindell moved to authorize bid award to Williams Scotsman for Public 
Safety/Police Station construction and management.  Councilmember McCall seconded the 
motion. Discussion ensued.  

Action H) Authorize bid award to Williams Scotsman for Public Safety/Police Station 
construction and management   

Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None;Abstain: None. (7-0) 
             M/S/C  
    
Action I) Adopt Ordinance No. 1238 – Increasing the change fund to add Public Works 
Department office as a cashier station (FIRST & FINAL READING)   



 

Councilmember McCall moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1238 - Increasing the change fund to add 
Public Works Department office as a cashier station (FIRST & FINAL READING).  
Councilmember Perry seconded the motion.  
Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None;Abstain: None. (7-0) 
             M/S/C         
 

Councilmember Fredricks moved to Adopt Resolution No. 611 – Regarding interim and long 
term measures to improve the administration of city business by creating a structure to have a 
full time person responsible for administering and managing city business.  Councilmember 
Swindell seconded the motion. Discussion ensued.  

Action J) Adopt Resolution No. 611 – Regarding interim and long term measures to 
improve the administration of city business by creating a structure to have a full time 
person responsible for administering and managing city business   

Yes: McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell No: Burke, Allen, Perry  Abstain: None.  (4-3) 
             M/S/C    
 

Councilmember Fredricks moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:12 p.m. Councilmember Swindell 
seconded the motion. 

ADJOURNMENT   

Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None;Abstain: None. (7-0) 
             M/S/C         
 
 

 

______________________________________ 
Grover B. Laseke, Mayor  

Minutes approved:  May 14, 2012 
  

Attest:  ______________________________________ 
 Georgina D. Anderson, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer 
 

These minutes are not a verbatim record of the proceedings. 
A recording is available in the office of the Clerk-Treasurer 
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