
August 20, 2012 
 

The REGULAR Meeting of the Woodland City Council was held on the above date at the 

Woodland City Hall, Council Chambers, 100 Davidson Avenue, Woodland WA.  The meeting 

was called to order by Mayor Grover Laseke at 7:00 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited.   

  

Present: Councilmember John Burke 

 Councilmember Marilee McCall 

 Councilmember Susan Humbyrd 

 Councilmember Benjamin Fredricks 

 Councilmember Al Swindell 

 Councilmember Marshall Allen 

 Councilmember Scott Perry 

 

Absent: Public Works Director Bart Stepp 

 

Also Present: Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Gina Anderson 

 Police Chief Rob Stephenson 

 City Attorney Bill Eling 

 Fire Chief Mike Jackson 

 Community Development Planner Carolyn Johnson 

 Engineering Technician Jody Bartowski 

 

CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 

Rebecca Francis, 1685 Schurman Way, Avery’s Air Cooled Auto Parts, restated her previous 

request for a waiver for garbage and recycling at her business. Citizens deserve better. 

 

Noel Johnson, PO Box 1955, informed the Council about the following events: Thursday 

Ridgefield annual picnic, Friday La Center Starlight Parade & fireworks, fishing is picking up in 

North Fork. 

 

CITIZEN COMMUNCIATIONS FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

Bob Hasbrouck,  140 S Pekin Road, also Rotary President, stated he did not envy the Council 

their positions this evening. There are two tough issues: consideration of the public utility tax 

and the Scott Hill Road property.  Without the tax there could be reduced services in public 

safety and increased insurance premiums for the citizens.  Please consider the ramifications of 

selling the Scott Hill Road property – a new property owner, access road and construction of the 

park. He requested the City not sell the Scott Hill property.  

 

Becky Bjur,  1015 Pacific Avenue (business) and 959 Hoffman (house) stated her support for 

the public utility tax.  As business owner, the tax is going to affect her but she would rather have 

her business safe. 

 

Darlene Johnson,  PO 1808, also on Rotary Board, supports not selling the park property.  She 

stated her opposition to the proposed public safety tax. Chamber is against the tax. Port is against 

the tax. Look at the budet. 

 

 Bernie Schockelt, PO Box 2350, works at Columbia River Carbonates, 300 N Peking Road, 
said the utility bill has gone up $700,000 annually and the City has benefitted with its 6% tax.  

This utility tax will affect a lot of people negatively.  Look at the budget. He understand the 

issues but prefers not to see a tax on utilities. 

 

William Timm , 241 Marty Loop, stated he is hearing a common theme that things are tough.  

He is opposed to the public utility tax.  Look at the budget. 

 

Pat Rychel,  497 CC Street, spoke against the tax on utilities.  The tax is fundamentally wrong.  

It has nothing to do with public safety.  He read from an article in The Columbian on July 31
st
 

referencing the City of Camas and how they figured their utility bills. 

 



 Jennifer Heffernan, 1942 Meadowood Loop, spoke in opposition to the public utility tax and 

asked the Council to vote no on the tax.  People of Woodland are generous.  They approved the 

police station bond and the school bond. Do not ignore the people.   

 

Judy Grant,  PO Box 2050,  Duchess & Topper Industries, spoke against the Longview 

Housing Authority Lilac Place apartments.  

 

AGENDA APPROVAL 

Councilmember  Swindell moved to approve the agenda. Councilmember McCall seconded the 

motion.   

Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (7-

0) 

             M/S/C     

 

REPORTS OF CITY OFFICERS (Limited) 

Mayor - 

 

 

- 

 

- 

PacifiCorp Public Open House Meeting – Lewis River during High 

Runoff Conditions Wednesday, October 10, 2012 6:00 p.m. at Port of 

Woodland meeting room 

Special meeting / Executive Session, Tuesday, September 4, 2012 6:00 

p.m. re: Labor Negotiations 

Attorney Eling will be on vacation September 4, 2012 

Clerk-Treasurer - 

 

- 

 

Liquor license renewal 1) Guadalajara Restaurant 2) Merwin Tap 3) 

Safeway  4)  Casa Tapitia 

Public Hearing Tuesday, September 4, 2012 7:00 p.m. on Garbage / 

Recycling Rate Increase 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

A.  - Approval of Claims Voucher warrants number 43683 through 43742 for the first half of the 

month of August, 2012 in the amount of $270,792.44. 

B.  - Approval of minutes of August 6 and 13, 2012 

C.  - Approval of Hydrogeological Investigation by Layne for Ranney Well 

 Councilmember Allen moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Councilmember Fred  

seconded the motion.   

Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (7-

0) 

             M/S/C     

 

ACTION AGENDA: 

Action D)  Adopt Ordinance No. 1239 – Boundary Line Adjustment Procedures (FINAL 

READING)  

Councilmember Fredricks moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1239 – Boundary Line Adjustment 

Procedures. (FINAL READING). Councilmember McCall seconded the motion.  

Councilmember McCall gave kudos to the work by the Planning Commission and the planning 

department on addressing the concerns that were raised.    

Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (7-

0) 

             M/S/C     

  

Action E)  Take from the Table and set for Action and FINAL READING on 09/04/12: 

Ordinance No. 1228 – Imposing a 6.5% Public Utility Tax on Water, Wastewater, Solid 

Waste/Garbage & Recycling  

Councilmember Fredricks moved to take from the Table and set for Action and FINAL 

READING on 09/04/12: Ordinance No. 1228 – Imposing a 6.5% Public Utility Tax on Water, 

Wastewater, Solid Waste/Garbage & Recycling.  Councilmember Swindell seconded the motion.   

  

Yes: McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: Burke  Abstain: None.  (6-1) 

             M/S/C    

 

Action F)  Authorize Mayor to sign Resolution No. 614 – Greenhouse Gas Reduction 

Policies   



Councilmember Swindell moved to authorize the Mayor to sign Resolution No. 614 – 

Greenhouse Gas Reduction Policies.  Councilmember Humbyrd seconded the motion.  

Discussion followed.     

Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: Fredricks  Abstain: None.  (6-1) 

            M/S/C  

 

Action G)  Table Resolution No. 615 – Disposal of Surplus Real Property, house located at 

310 Scott Hill Road to the September 17
th

 Council meeting  

Councilmember Fredricks moved to table Resolution No. 615 - Disposal of Surplus Real 

Property, house located at 310 Scott Hill Road  to the September 17
th

 Council meeting. 

Councilmember McCall seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.     

Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (7-

0) 

             M/S/C    

 

Action H)  Adopt Ordinance No. 1247 – Amending WMC 13.08.140 income limit 

adjustment for utility discount (FIRST READING)   

Councilmember Swindell moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1247 – Amending WMC 13.08.140 

income limit adjustment for utility discount (FIRST READING). Councilmember Perry 

seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.     

Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (7-

0) 

             M/S/C     

 

ADJOURNMENT   

 The meeting was adjourned at 7:46 p.m.  

 

 

 

______________________________________ 

Grover B. Laseke, Mayor 

 

Minutes approved:  September 4, 2012 

  

 

Attest:         

 Georgina D. Anderson, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer 

 

 

These minutes are not a verbatim record of the proceedings. 

A recording is available in the office of the Clerk- 


