
September 4, 2012 
 

The SPECIAL and REGULAR Meeting of the Woodland City Council was held on the above 

date at the Woodland City Hall, Council Chambers, 100 Davidson Avenue, Woodland WA.  The 

Special meeting was called to order by Mayor Grover Laseke at 6:05 p.m. and the council moved 

into Executive Session for sixty minutes.   

EXECUTIVE SESSION   (per RCW 42.31.010 and 42.30.140 (4) 

with Jennifer Montgomery, Allied Employers 

1. Labor Negotiations – WPOA (Police) 

 

Executive Session ended at 6:56 p.m. 

 

The Regular meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

   

Present: Councilmember John Burke 

 Councilmember Marilee McCall 

 Councilmember Benjamin Fredricks 

 Councilmember Al Swindell 

 Councilmember Marshall Allen 

 Councilmember Scott Perry 

 

Absent: Councilmember Susan Humbyrd 

 Attorney Bill Eling 

 

Also Present: Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Gina Anderson 

 Police Chief Rob Stephenson 

 Fire Chief Mike Jackson 

 Community Development Planner Carolyn Johnson 

 Public Works Director Bart Stepp 

 

CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 

Jim Patrick,   527 Washington Street,  would like the Mayor and Council to propose some new  

ordinances or review them. Look at how many cars, how many sailboats and how many trucks 

can be parked on the lawn. The next time you bid on garbage, can we get debris containers?   

Can you have a repair shop in a residential area? 

 

CITIZEN COMMUNCIATIONS FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

Lee Ross,  369 Gun Club Road, #19, said I thank you and respect you for the job you do in 

Woodland. The 6.5% tax is a critical issue and you should give it a lot of thought. It will be a 

hardship for many people, seniors and young people alike. 

 



Jeff Egan,  435 Washington Street,     stated the City does need more revenue but does the 

utility tax make sense moving forward?  He does not have a problem paying the tax. 

 

Darlene Johnson, PO Box 1808, read a Daily News editorial letter into the record from Carmen 

Webb opposing the public utility tax.    You should know that the people in the trailer court do 

not get the benefit of the senior discount as the court pays the bill. The Port of Woodland and the 

Woodland Chamber of Commerce are against the public utility tax. You should be able to find 

the budget on the website.   

 

Jim Patrick, 527 Washington Street, stated that people on fixed income have really taken a 

beating in the state of Washington and the City of Woodland. People are having a hard time 

making their budget.   

 

Jennifer Heffernan, 1942 Meadowood Loop, stated she gave three alternatives to the public 

utility tax  two weeks ago.  Please vote no on the tax.  It is too much money on too many people. 

Dave Wells, 2028 Rhododendron Drive, said this is the straw that broke the camel’s back. 

Increases everywhere.  Everything is right on a hinge.  Please vote the public utility tax down. 

 

Mayor Laseke received a call from Doug Fredricksen stating he was opposed to the public utility 

tax. 

AGENDA APPROVAL   

Councilmember Fredricks moved to approve the agenda. Councilmember Swindell seconded the 

motion.    

Yes: Burke, McCall, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (6-0) 

               M/S/C     

 

PUBLIC HEARING 
Resolution No. 616.  – Garbage and Recycling Rate Increase 

The Public Hearing was opened at 7:26 p.m.    

No comments were received.   

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:27 p.m.  

REPORTS OF CITY OFFICERS 

Mayor - 

- 

- 

- 

 

 

- 

- 

Call for agenda items for WQCC on October 17
th 

City Council Goals with Task Assignments 

September 10
th

 Workshop cancelled 

City Council Coffee Klatches: September 16
th

 at Woodland East 3:00 

p.m., September 19
th

 at Columbia Bank 6:00 p.m. and September 27
th

 at  

Burgerville 5:00 p.m. 

Scott Hill House Update 

Community Survey 



Action Item L) Approve City Council Goals with Task Assignments 

Councilmember Allen moved to approve the City Council Goals with Task Assignments. 

Councilmember Swindell seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  

Yes: Burke, McCall, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (6-0) 

                                                                    M/S/C  

    

Action Item M) Approve the Council Coffee Klatche times and locations 

Councilmember Fredricks moved to approve the Coffee Klatche time and locations. 

Councilmember Perry seconded the motion.  

Yes: Burke, McCall, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (6-0) 

                                                                     M/S/C 

     

Police - Couple at post office putting up a table stating their opinion about the 

current President 

Fire - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Response up 2 to 4 % ahead of last year 

Structure Fire on Bozarth 

10 to 20 Shifts with only One Responder this month 

Boat Repair Funded by Regional Grant from Cowlitz Fire #2 

33 Volunteers 

Public Works - 

- 

 

Guild Road Update 

Advertising for Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator – Don Gray 

retiring in February 2013 

Planning - Development Proposal for Woodland  Swimming Pool Committee 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

Human Resources/ 

Government 

- Susan Humbyrd 

 

 

- 

- 

 

Met August 13
th 

Next meeting September 10
th

 at 

5:30 p.m. 

Finance - Benjamin Fredricks - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- 

Met August 27th and discussed 

EAP Renewal, Public Works Trust 

Fund Loans, Purchase of used 

vehicle for Public Works Director, 

tabling Transportation Benefit 

District and Interfund Loan and had 

a presentation by Propel Insurance 

Next meeting September 24
th

 at 

5:00 p.m.  

Public Safety - Marilee McCall - 

- 

 

- 

Met August 20
th

  ;   

Next meeting September 17th at 

5:30 p.m. 

Attended Regional Fire Authority 

Planning Committee and Southwest 

Washington Fire Commissioners 

Meeting 



Public Utilities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Al Swindell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- 

 

Met August 14
th

 and discussed 

garbage rate increase, low income 

limit discount increased, Resolution 

614 – Greenhouse Gas Emissions, 

Hydrogeological investigation of 

Ranney well by Layne, Proposal of 

No Truck Zone by Public Works 

Director, Two Hour Parking Zone 

and removal of those signs 

Next meeting September 11
th

 at 

5:30 p.m. 

 Horseshoe Lake Mgmt - Scott Perry - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- 

Met August 9
th

 and discussed  pump 

flow, water is staying up, milfoil is 

still spreading, divers to look at 

outlet, WADOT pump exposure, 

gave Stacy (Fish & Wildlife) 

permission to do carp count, 

monthly carp testing , reviewed test 

sites, possible screen to keep Coho 

and smelt out, no otters, muskrats 

present, and possible grants        

Next meeting September 13
th

 at 

7:00 p.m. with local Commissioner 

Facilities - Marilee McCall - 

- 

August 27
th

 meeting cancelled;  

Next meeting September 24
th

 at 

5:30 p.m. 

Parks/Recreation - Al Swindell - 

 

- 

Met August 15
th

 and discussed 

various events at the Park 

Next meeting September 19th at 

5:00 p.m. 

AD HOC COMMITTEES 

Comprehensive Plan Review  Marilee McCall - 

 

 

On August 29
th

 attended Clark 

County Board of Commissioners 

Workshop Meeting on Community 

Framework Plan which is the 

kickoff for the Clark County 

Comprehensive Plan  

Cowlitz Wahkiakum Council of 

Governments 

 Susan Humbyrd 

(report given by 

Swindell) 

- 

 

Discussed budgetary items for 

COG  and sending people off to 

various meetings around the 

country 

Chamber of Commerce   John Burke - 

- 

 

 

New Website Released August 30
th

   

September 20
th

, 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 

p.m. After Hours at Woodland 

Grange Hall  



- Candidate Forums start next 

Tuesday Legislator with Ed Orcutt 

& His Opponent 

Downtown Revitalization  Tom Golik (report 

given by Burke) 

- Next meeting Tuesday, September 

11th at 9:00 a.m. 

Woodland Quality Community 

Coalition 

 John Burke - Next meeting October 17
th

 hosted 

by the Port of Woodland  

     

Council recessed at 8:02 p.m and reconvened at 8:07 p.m. 

CONSENT ITEMS  

A. Clerk-Treasurer - Approve Claims Voucher Warrants Number 43743 through 43815 in 

the amount of $201,349.88 for the month of August 2012 and Payroll 

Warrants Number 29660 through 29678 in the amount of 

$312,795.40 for the month of August 2012 for a grand total of 

$514,145.28. 

B. Clerk-Treasurer - Approval of minutes of August 20, 2012 

C. Facilities - Approval of Special Event for Fat Moose car show on September 15, 

2012 and partial street closure at N. Goerig. 

D. Police  Authorize renewal of First Choice Health Employee Assistance 

Program at $2.10 per member. 

Councilmember  Swindell moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Councilmember Burke 

seconded the motion.    

Yes: Burke, McCall, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (6-0) 

                           M/S/C     

 

Action E)  Authorize Mayor to sign Public Works Board Construction  Loan Contract for 

the Ranney Well Development and the Westside Line Repair Project  

Councilmember Swindell moved to authorize Mayor to sign Public Works Board Construction 

Loan Contract for the Ranney Well Development and the Westside Line Repair Project. 

Councilmember Allen seconded the motion. Discussion followed.     

Yes: Burke, McCall, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (6-0) 

             M/S/C     

 

Action F)  Authorize purchase of used vehicle for an amount not to exceed $15,000.00 for use 

by the Public Works Director   

Councilmember Allen moved to authorize purchase of used vehicle for an amount not to exceed 

$15,000.00 for use by the Public Works Director. Councilmember Swindell seconded the 

motion. Discussion followed.    

Yes: Burke, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: McCall  Abstain: None.  (5-1) 

             M/S/C     

 

Action G)  Table action on Transportation Benefit District (TBD) option until further notice   

Councilmember Fredricks moved to table action on Transportation Benefit District (TBD) option 

until further notice. Councilmember Perry seconded the motion. Discussion followed.   

Yes: Burke, McCall, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (6-0) 

             M/S/C     



 

Action  H) Adopt Ordinance No. 1247 – Amending WMC 13.08.140 income limit 

adjustment for utility discount (FINAL READING)  

Councilmember  Swindell moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1247 – Amending WMC 13.08.140 

income limit adjustment for utility discount (FINAL READING). Councilmember Burke 

seconded the motion. Discussion followed.    

Yes: Burke, McCall, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (6-0) 

             M/S/C     

 

Action  I) Adopt Resolution No. 616 – Increasing Garbage and Recycling Rates and 

increase the discount for Senior Citizen/Disabled Customers   

Councilmember Swindell moved to adopt Resolution No. 616 – Increasing Garbage and 

Recycling Rates and increase the discount for Senior Citizen/Disabled Customers. 

Councilmember Fredricks seconded the motion. Discussion followed.    

Yes: Burke, McCall, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (6-0) 

             M/S/C     

 

Action  J) Adopt Ordinance No. 1228 – Imposing a 6.5% Public Utility Tax on Water, 

Sewer, Garbage and Recycling (FINAL READING)   

Councilmember Fredricks moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1228 – Imposing a 6.5% Public Utility 

Tax on Water, Sewer, Garbage and Recycling (FINAL READING). Councilmember Swindell 

seconded the motion. Discussion followed.   

Yes: McCall, Fredricks, Swindell, Perry No: Burke, Allen  Abstain: None.  (4-2) 

             M/S/C    

 

Action  K) Adopt Ordinance No. 1248 – Interfund Loan from Fund 302, Capital Projects 

Reserve: Utilities to Fund 226, CERB Loan Water (FIRST and FINAL READING)   

Councilmember Swindell moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1248 – Interfund Loan from Fund 302, 

Capital Projects Reserve: Utilities to Fund 225, CERB Loan Water (FIRST and FINAL 

READING). Councilmember Fredricks seconded the motion. Discussion followed.   

Yes: Burke, McCall, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None  Abstain: None.  (6-0) 

             M/S/C     

 

ADJOURNMENT   

The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.   

 

 

______________________________________ 

Grover B. Laseke, Mayor 

 

Minutes approved:  September 17, 2012 

  



 

Attest:         

 Georgina D. Anderson, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer 

 

 

These minutes are not a verbatim record of the proceedings. 

A recording is available in the office of the Clerk-Treasurer 

 

 


