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January 16, 2013 
DRAFT 

The SPECIAL Joint Meeting of the Woodland Quality Community Coalition (WQCC}-
Woodland City Counci l, Woodland School District and Port of Woodland was held on the above 
date at the Woodland Community Center at 782 Park Street. The meeting was called to order 
at 6:00p.m. by Grover Laseke, Mayor. 

WQCC-Woodland Quality Community Coalition 
Mission Statement- Community stakeholders promoting common values, visions & goals for 
Woodland and the Lewis River Valley. 

City of Woodland 
Counci lmember John Burke 
Counci lmember Marshall Allen 
Councilmember Benjamin Fredricks 
Councilmember Susan Humbyrd 
Councilmember Marilee McCall 
Councilmember AI Swindell 
Councilmember Scott Perry 
Public Works Director Bart Stepp 
Community Dev Planner Carolyn Johnson 

Woodland School District 

Superintendent Michael Green 
School Board Member Tina Cayton 

CWCOG 

Executive Director Steve Harvey 

Port of Woodland 
Executive Director Nelson Holmberg 
Commissioner Paul Cline 
Commissioner Dale Boon 

Mayor Laseke introduced Steve Harvey and announced this would be his last facilitation before 
he retires. Steve Harvey spoke on directions the area has been going re lating to community 
development. 

Updates from Entities: 

1. City of Woodland 

• Economic Development Committee - Meets at 7:00AM, l 5
t Thursday at Port 

office. Mayor Grover Laseke stated that downtown invigoration is one focus. 
Mayor Laseke reported that the new economic development groups have been 
meeting since first of August regarding strategies & what needs to be worked on. 
They have been looking recently at the losses of long standing businesses such as 
Bank of America (closing in March 2013L Oak Tree & Lewis River Motors. 
Looking at benefits to "reinventing" those spots with new businesses. 

Nelson Holmberg- getting to deliverables, tasks- will do/has done(?) Op Ed 
piece to focus on positives such as featuring new businesses coming in such as 
Portee. News media- negative focus. Look at marketing report done 10 years 



ago. Counci lmember McCall suggested maybe a PSU student to work on a 
project and spoke on marketing the city. 

• Industrial uses/commercial uses- Discuss ion re : only so much industria l land 

availab le; especia lly the 460 acres in Bottoms. Should be discouraging more 
commercia l uses to be al lowed in industrial zones. Inquiries are increasing from 

Puget Sound, Portland/Vancouver. 

• Investments in trails, parks- quality of place that will attract new business. Need 
to look further into future about what development is desirable and facilities for 
people. City and port cooperative discussions have been good, should cont inue. 
Rely on economic development group to do the discussions. Discussion on how 
to better communicate, coord inate. Must be a "regional player," all w ill benefit. 
Schools are a vital part of quality of community. 

• Downtown Revitalization- Decided at last meeting that the next meeting will be 

at 5:00pm to encourage participation . 

• Marijuana- Liquor Control Board is holding a forum February 7, 6:00pm at Clark 

Co llege. Co llective gardens moratorium wil l continue until legalities are 

hammered out. 

• Police Station- Hoping to break ground soon. 

• Cou ncil Retreat- wi ll be held at the Port of Woodland Community Meeting room 

on January 26th 8:00a.m. 

• State of the City Address- February 19th at counci l meeting. 

• Fi re Department - Finalizing specifi cs of the new contract with Clark County Fire 

Rescue and Clark County District No. 2 and is starting to come together with an 

anticipated target date if March 1st. 

• Planning Commission & Park Board both have openings. 

• Scott Avenue- Bart Stepp reported that the Port is voting on a support 

resolution and is sending an RFP to a consultant. The city received a TIB grant 

for overlay. Ranney Well project report should be back soon. SR503 turn lane 

construction at Gun Club and Hillshire will begin this summer. 

• DWR meeting - Counci lmember McCa ll and Fredricks are attending February 

1ih. 

• Mayor Laseke would be interested in having someone from student council to 

attend counci l meetings and give them an opportunity to be involved. 

2. School District 

• Construction of new school is steaming toward Phase I. Looking to do a formal 

ground breaking with date TBD. 

• Working on gym project in Yale School. Working to resolve issues with county 

permitting. 



• National Board Certification- Woodland has severa l teachers who are working 

towards this. New teacher evaluation is designed to improve education and 

believes wi ll have a positive impact. 

• Working with Chief Jackson & Chief Stephenson on school safety. Is thankful for 

th e interagency cooperation. 

• Lewis River Academy- Program designed to assist homeschool fam ilies. Has high 

leve l of accountabi lity. 

3. Port of Woodland 

• Boat launch project is moving along with help of rural development fund s. W ill 

be a lengthy process due to permitting. 

• Feasibility study for incubator park on Guild Road based on a park in Walla 

Wal la. Expects it to take up around 3 acres. 

• Strategic Plan refresh is in process. 

• Noah's Ark was closed as their license was pul led but was purchased by 

Harlow's Trailways in January. Close to adding them to the Port and Harlow's 

added the existing employees from NA. 

• The Port has a new intern, Darian Hopkins, a 17 year old who is doing running 

start at LCC. He is from Castle Rock and has public service aspirations. 

• Caro l Moore, Port Aud itor, was announced as Employee of the Year by the 

Chamber of Commerce at the Annua l Banquet. 

4. Cowlitz Wahkiakum Council of Governments 

• Broadband fea sibility meetings are upcoming in Cougar & Toutle in February. 

Have on line surveys available for residents and businesses. 

• Fire & Ice-will affect 503, 504 & Skamania County. Jennifer Keene is the 

contact on this project. 

• SR 432-Consultant t eam is gathering information regarding traffic. 

• Joint meeting of COG/CLEDD (Cowlitz-Lewis Economic Development District) meeting, 

January 3151 and wil l consist of a work session on regional issues. 

NEW BUSINESS 

• Industrial Use - Mayor Laseke spoke on rezoning that the city has faced. Nelson 

Holmberg added that the Port is not opposed to any particular project but that 

they wanted to keep industrial property zoned as indust rial to keep industry in 

Woodland and to attract light industrial jobs to our area. The Port has had 
several inquiries from businesses looking to move away from the highly 

populated areas such as Seattle and Vancouver. Commissioner Paul Cline asked 



if there had been any common reasons w hy certain businesses decided to not 
locate here and if so, what can we do about that. Councilmember Scott Perry 
pointed out that people don't disclose their business plans because of 
competition. Mayor Laseke pointed out that as long as a business is code 
compliant that the City couldn't and shouldn't allow them in. Counci l member 
McCall shared how the quality of life in the area attracts industry and that we 
shouldn't be shorts ighted regarding what our needs wil l be in 15-20 years. 
Counci lmember Fredricks asked if there was any framework for being able to 
work within the various entiti es so that there wou ld be a greater understanding 
between policy makers and ent ities. 

• land Here, live Here- Regionalization-we are part of the Portland/Vancouver 
metropolitan area. PDX and 1-5 makes our area attractive because of our 
availab le land and lack of traffic. The Discovery Corridor is starting to include 
Woodland. Nelson Holmberg said he wou ld be glad to share more individually 
and would take the charge to lead if anyone wanted to join the port. Mayor 
Laseke added that developing re lationsh ips is so important to make commun it ies 
blossom. Councilmember AI Swindell added the importance of attractive 
schools. Discussion of the importance of the community college presence in the 
area . The group wou ld like to invite the LCC president to the next WQCC 
meeting. 

Next meeting is April17, 2013 hosted by Wood land School District 

ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00p.m. 

Grover B. Laseke, Mayor 

Minutes approved: 

Attest: _________________ _ 

Lori Cash, Administrative Clerk Ill 

These minutes are not a verbatim record of the proceedings. 



January 22, 2013 
DRAFT 

The REGULAR Meeting of the Woodland City Council was held on the above date at the 
Woodland City Halt Council Chambers, 100 Davidson Avenue, Woodland WA. The meeting was 
called to order by Mayor Grover Laseke at 7:00p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Present: 

Absent: 

Also Present: 

Councilmember John Burke 
Councilmember Mari lee McCall 
Councilmember Susan Humbyrd 
Councilmember Benjamin Fredricks 
Councilmember AI Swindell 
Councilmember Marshall Allen 
Councilmember Scott Perry 

None 

Clerk-Treasurer Mari Ripp 
City Attorney Bill Eling 
Fire Chief Mike Jackson 
Community Development Planner Carolyn Johnson 
Public Works Director Bart Stepp 

CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 

Noel Johnson, PO Box 1955 -1) Attended the Fish First meeting where G. Loomis explained 
the history 2) There are White Tail deer on an island on the Columbia River which will be 
transferred to the Ridgefield Wildlife Refuge 3) Thanked the council for their dedication and 
service to the city and citizens. 

CITIZEN COMMUNCIATIONS FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

Doug Fredrickson, PO Box 1193, Truck Shop at 550 Columbia Street -spoke on traffic, traffic 
lights, surveys, signage, suggested right turn lanes, suggested left turn lanes, exit 22 and 
evacuation routes. 

PRESENTATION 
Chad Hancock, WSDOT, SW WA Traffic Engineer- traffic signals -left turn flashing yellow on I
S, SR 503 

AGENDA APPROVAL 

Councilmember Burke moved to approve the agenda. Councilmember Hum byrd seconded the 
motion. Discussion followed. 
Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None Abstain: None. (7-0) 

M/S/C 



REPORTS OF CITY OFFICERS (Limited) 

Mayor 

Discussion: 

2013 Committee meeting ca lendar 

Council retreat Saturday, January 26, 2013 8:00a.m. at the Port meeting room 
Public hearing February 4, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. re: 1) Walt's Meats Agreement, 

proposed improvements to Lift Station #9 and 2) Co llective Gardens 
Liquor License renewa l - Los Pepe's 
Pol ice Chief and Fire Ch ief will be absent from the February 41

h counci l meeting; 
they will be attending a school safety workshop that evening 

Counci l inquired if the public hearing can be held after action G. tonight. The City Attorney 

responded that it is al lowed. An option would be to rescind the o rdinance at a future meeting, 
should it pass t onight if the cou ncil changed their minds. 

Consent Agenda: 

A. Approva l of cla ims voucher warrants numbered 44392 through 44432 for the month of 
December, 2012 in the amount of $78,503.82 and claims voucher warrants numbered 
44433 through 44476 for t he f irst half of the month of January, 2013 in the amount of 
$282,613.38. 

B. Approva l of minutes of Jan uary 7 and 14, 2013. 

Cou ncilmember Burke moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Counci lmember Swindell 
seconded the motion. 

Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None Abstain: None. (7-0) 

M/S/C 
Action Agenda: 

Action C) Adopt Resolution No. 624-Amending the 2013-2018 Six Year Transportation 
Improvement Plan {STIP) 

Counci lmember Swindell moved to adopt Resolution No. 624-Amending the 2013-2018 Six Year 
Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP). Councilmember Allen seconded the motion. 
Discussion followed. 
Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None Absta in : None. (7-0) 

M/S/C 

Action D) Adopt Resolution No. 625-Scott Avenue Reconnection project 

Counci lmember Swindell moved to adopt Reso lut ion No. 625-Scott Avenue Reconnection 
project. Counci lmember Allen seconded the motion. Discussion followed. 
Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None Abstain : None. (7-0) 

M/S/C 



Action E) Authorize Mayor to sign Rural County Funds application for $200,000 loan for Scott 
Avenue Reconnection project 
Counci lmember Swindell moved to authorize Mayor to sign Rura l County Funds application for 

$200,000 loan for Scott Avenue Reconnection project. Council member Allen seconded the 

motion. Discuss ion followed. 

Yes: Burke, McCal l, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None Abstain: None. {7-0) 

M/S/C 

Action F) Authorize Mayor to sign Agreement with Holt Property Group to acquire a portion 
of Parcel #50876 relating to Park Impact Fee credits- TABLED to February 4, 2013 
Counci lmember Swindell moved to authorize Mayor to sign Agreement with Holt Property 

Group to acquire a portion of Parcel #50876 in the amount of $83,700 in Park Impact fee 

cred its. Councilmember Perry seconded the motion . Discuss ion followed . 

Motion to Table 

Counci lmember Perry moved to table to the February 4, 2012 counci l meeting. Councilmember 

Burke seconded the motion. Discussion ensued relating to getting an appraisa l of the property. 

Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell , Allen, Perry No: None Absta in: None. {7-0) 

M/S/C 

Action G) Adopt Ordinance No. 1260- Extending a Moratorium on Collective Gardens (FIRST 
AND FINAL READING) 
Council member Burke moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1260- Extending a Moratorium on 

Collective Gardens (FIRST AND FINAL READING). Counci lmember Al len seconded the motion. 
Discussion followed. The City Attorney commented on the requirements for a public hearing 

and the extension of t he moratorium. 
Yes: Burke, McCall, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen , Perry No: None Absta in: None. {7-0) 

M/S/C 

ADJOURNMENT 
Counci lmember Burke moved to adjourn the meeting. Councilmember Allen seconded the 

motion. 

Yes: Burke, M cCa ll, Humbyrd, Fredricks, Swindell, Allen, Perry No: None Absta in: None. {7-0) 

M/S/C 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:43 p.m. 

Grover B. Laseke, Mayor 



Minutesapproved: ------------------------

Attest: 

MariE. Ripp, Clerk-Treasurer 

These minutes are not a verbatim record of the proceedings. 
A recording is available in the office of the Clerk-Treasurer 



January 26, 2013 
DRAFT 

The SPECIAL Meeting of the Wood land City Council was held on the above date at the Woodland Port 
Commissioners meeting room, 116 Davidson Avenue, Woodland WA. The meeting was called to order 
by Mayor Grover Laseke at 8:00a.m. 

Present: 

Absent: 

Also Present: 

AGENDA APPROVAL 

Councilmember John Burke 
Councilmember Marilee McCall 
Councilmember Susan Humbyrd 
Councilmember Benjamin Fredricks 
Councilmember AI Swindell 
Councilmember Marshall Allen 
Councilmember Scott Perry 

None 

CWCOG Executive Director Steve Harvey, Facilitator 

The agenda was reviewed and there were no changes recommended. Mayor Laseke took notes for the 
meeting. 

Steve Harvey, Facilitator 
2012-13 goals were reviewed and recommendations for changes for 2013 added. 

Scot Walstra, Cowlitz County Economic Development Council and Nelson Holmberg, Port Director

[10:00 a.m.] They facilitated the topic of economic development. For the next hour there was 
discussion about how the City of Woodland could promote economic development. 

Steve Harvey resumed facilitation and discussion about department goals [11:00 a.m.] It was 
recommended that the Mayor go through the goals and deliver a prioritized list to the council. This 
would occur at a second retreat meeting which would be held on Saturday March 161

h from 8:00a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. 

The mayor ca lled a recess for lunch at 11:40 a.m. Lively individual discussion took place until12:05 hrs. 

Steve Harvey started discussion again and the topic related to the city council rules. Severa l 
recommendations were made for improving the rules. The Mayor also asked for comments on how the 
meetings were being managed and some recommendations for improvements were made. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m. 



Grover B. Laseke, Mayor 

M inutesapproved: ------------------------

Attest: 

Mari E. Ripp, Clerk-Treasurer 

These minutes are not a verbatim record of the proceedings. 
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