
City Of Woodland 

Finance Committee Agenda Summary Sheet 

 

 

Agenda Item: 
Approval to purchase Schurman Property, 
Parcel #50565, located next to the Ranney Well 
for $8,000 

Agenda Item #: Action ( I ) 

For Agenda of: April 1, 2013 

Department: Public Works 

Date Submitted: March 26, 2013 
 

Cost of Item: $8,000  BARS #: 401 000 000 594 34 61 00 
Amount Budgeted: $15,000  Description: C/O Land: Right-of-Ways 

(Easements) – Property south of Ranney Well Unexpended Balance: $14,784.20  
 

 

Department Supervisor Approval: Public Works Department  /s/  

Committee Recommendation: 
Public Works Committee at 3/12/13 meeting voted 2-1 to 
recommend approval of property purchase by City Council. 

 
Agenda Item Supporting Narrative (list attachments, supporting documents): 

1) Proposed Quit Claim Deed for Schurman Property 
2) 1/24/13 Letter to Mr. Schurman 
3) 1/11/13 Limited Liability Certificate for Property #50565 
4) Cowlitz County Assessor Data for Parcel #50565 

Summary Statement: 
 
Background: 
 
In 2012 I had a conversation with Richard Schurman, who is the trustee of a trust that owns the 
property directly south of the Bryant Pumphouse, about purchasing the property.  He said he would 
sell the property for $10,000 and so I budgeted $15,000 for the purchase of that property in 2013 with 
the additional funds to pay for closing costs and due diligence.  In January of this year Cascade Title 
completed a limited liability certificate review of the property.  I also reviewed Cowlitz County 
Assessor Records and talked with a commercial real estate appraiser about the property. 
 
The property is assessed at $1,130.  Due to the floodwall, a PUD easement over the entire property, 
and shoreline regulations the parcel is basically undevelopable.  The real estate appraiser I talked to 
did not recommend completing an appraisal.  Because of all the development limitations it would be 
hard to get transactions of comparable properties to make an appraisal.    
 
Need for property purchase: 
 
Whenever the City needs to work on the Ranney Well by pulling the pumps or cleaning the Ranney 
Well we need to get permission from Mr. Schurman to use his property.  Mr. Schurman has always 
been agreeable to this but a future property owner may not which would cause serious problems for 
the City in regards to the Ranney Well.  Purchase of this property would give the City better control of 
the property and better access to the Ranney Well. 



 
Negotiations 
 
Back in January I sent Mr. Schurman a letter (attached) offering $6,000 for the property.  On March 
12th he called and stated he would not accept $6,000 but he would accept $8,000.  The Public Works 
Committee on March 12th approved forwarding the sales price of $8,000 to City Council for approval. 

 
Staff Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends approving the purchase of the land directly south of the Ranney Well.  The price is 
well within the 2013 budget for this purchase and provides better control of the City’s only water 
source.  
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When recorded return to: 
 
Bart Stepp 
City of Woodland 
PO Box 9  
Woodland, WA  98674 
 
 
 

QUIT CLAIM DEED 
 
 
THE GRANTOR(S), Richard M. Schurman and Caralee B. Schurman, trustees of the Schurman Family 
Trust, for and in consideration of: Eight Thousand Dollars ($8,000.00), conveys and Quitclaims to the 
GRANTEE, the City of Woodland, the following described real estate, situated in the County of Cowlitz, 
State of Washington, together with all after acquired title of the grantor(s) herein (legal description):  
 
That portion of the Squire & Millie Bozarth Donation Land Claim described as follows: 
 
All that portion of the following described tract lying Easterly of the East right-of-way line of State 
Highway 503; BEGINNING on the East boundary of Goerig Street and North 16 degrees 15’ East 
from the Northwest corner of the Harry Sigel Tract No. 38, a distance of 334.2 feet; and running 
thence South 78 degrees 38’ East a distance of 167 feet; thence North 16 degrees 15’ East a distance of 
16.8 feet; thence East a distance of 211.4 feet, more or less, to the river bank of the Lewis River; 
thence North along the bank of the river a distance of 125 feet, more or less; thence West a distance of 
346 feet, more or less, to a point on the East boundary of Goerig Street; thence South 16 degrees 15’ 
West a distance of 112.5 feet along the East line of Goerig Street to the point of beginning. 
SUBJECT to easements, covenants, and restrictions of record, if any. 
 
Tax Parcel Number: 50565  
 
 
 
Dated:  

 

 

      

      

Grantor Grantor 
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STATE OF  

  

 ss.  
COUNTY OF    
 
I certify that I know or have satisfactory evidence that Richard M. Schurman and Caralee B. 

Schurman, are the persons who appeared before me, and said persons acknowledged that (he/she) 

signed this instrument, on oath stated that (he/she) was authorized to execute the instrument and 

acknowledged it as the trustees of the Schurman Family Trust to be the free and voluntary act of such 

party for the uses and purposes mentioned in the instrument. 

 

GIVEN under my hand and official seal this _____ day of _________, 2013. 

 
 
 
 ___ 
NOTARY PUBLIC in and for the State of _______________ 
 
Residing at ________________________________________ 
 
My commission expires:_____________________________ 
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