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June 19, 2013 

 

To: Woodland City Council 

From: Mayor Grover Laseke 

RE: Collective Gardens 

****************************************** 
 

The City of Woodland has been struggling with the Collective Garden issue since the 

first zoning moratorium (Ord #1222) was passed on January 17, 2012.  Since that time, 

we have passed two more zoning moratoriums, always with the idea that at the end of 

the moratorium we will find the answer to this dilemma.  We have studied the issue and 

discussed it at workshops and council meetings.  The current moratorium (Ord #1260) 

expires on July 22, 2013, and in my opinion, we are no closer to a solution to the 

dilemma than we were in January, 2012. 

 

At the May 20th City Council Workshop, city staff presented three options to the council.  

The option preferred by the council resulted in Ordinance #1268 which was presented 

on June 3, 2013.  This ordinance was not passed due to a tie vote.  The council had the 

option to consider the ordinance again on June 17th, however, no action was taken and 

the ordinance died. 

 

Staff and the city council have spent considerable time on this issue.  Ordinance #1268 

was based on an ordinance recommended by the Association of Washington Cities, 

was approved by the Woodland Planning Commission and the recommendation of the 

City Attorney.  While not perfect, this interim ordinance is a reasonable compromise that 

puts us in compliance with state law and states that it does not permit any activity that is 

in violation of local, state or federal law (Section 3). 

 

We have reached a critical juncture on this issue.  We have two more city council 

meetings before the moratorium expires on July 22nd.  Councilmember Fredricks has 
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forwarded to me a suggestion for another moratorium with a timeline (see attached) for 

staff to complete certain work.  In reviewing this suggestion with staff, it appears to be 

nothing more than kicking the can down the road again.  I will not sign another 

moratorium on the Collective Gardens issue without some convincing argument to the 

contrary.   

 

If no ordinance is passed by the Council, whether it be a moratorium, an interim zoning 

ordinance or a zoning ordinance, the city attorney believes that it is likely that a state 

court would find that the City had not exercised the authority granted to it by the State to 

regulate collective gardens by zoning controls. As a result, there is a significant 

probability that a Court would conclude that in the absence of a zoning ordinance 

specifying the zone in which collective gardens are permissible, a person could operate 

a collective garden inside Woodland in any zone, including residential. The City would 

not have a legal basis to condition the operation or regulate any such collective garden 

inside the city. An unresolved issue is whether this would result in the creation of a 

vested right to operate, even if the council later enacts an ordinance restricting 

collective gardens to a specific zone. 

 

This issue is on the agenda for our workshop on June 24th.  Once again, staff and I are 

searching for direction from the Council.  My recommendation is to pass Ordinance 

#1268 and to make whatever changes are needed in the permanent ordinance in 

January 2014, however, I am open to another reasonable alternative.   

 

Please contact me if you have any questions or comments. 

 
























































	J-Collective Gardens Mayor Report.pdf
	scanuser@ci.woodland.wa.us_20130619_143811.pdf

