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20121127 – Burke & Fredricks Receive Certificate of Municipal Leadership 

Woodland City Councilmembers John “JJ” Burke and Benjamin Fredricks recently 

received a Certificate of Municipal Leadership (CML) from the Association of 

Washington Cities (AWC).  Burke and Fredricks both completed over 30 hours of 

training credits to earn this distinction.  

The CML program is designed to enhance the ability of elected municipal officials by 

providing knowledge and skills to effectively operate within the law, plan for the future, 

secure and manage funds and foster community and staff relationships.  To earn this 

certificate, these officials attended a variety of AWC sponsored municipal workshops.  

The courses help the mayors and councilmembers learn the essentials of municipal 

service and improve their ability to work with council colleagues, city staff and citizens.  

Five of Woodland’s eight elected officials have earned their certificates in the last year. 

JJ Burke is a three-time elected official and has served on the council since 2002, never 
missing a meeting.  He currently serves as Mayor Pro Tem and sits on the Human 
Resources/Government, Parks & Recreation and WQCC committees.   

An avid volunteer, JJ has served as the President of the Woodland Planters' Days 
Committee, and volunteers in many other non-profit organizations throughout the 
community. In 2011, Mr. Burke was voted Citizen of the Year by the Woodland 
Chamber of Commerce and was recently appointed as their Director.  A Woodland 
resident since 1992, JJ is married and has two grown daughters. 

Benjamin Fredricks was first appointed to the Woodland City Council in 2008, when the 
Council expanded from five to seven members. In 2009, he was elected to a full four 
year term.  He currently serves as Chairman of the Finance Committee and is a 
member of the Public Safety and the Lodging & Tax Advisory Committees.  Mr. 
Fredricks has also served on the Public Utilities and Human Resources/Government 
committees. 

Mr. Fredricks has been employed by G&K Services for 16 years. In his current position 
as Business Manager, he is responsible for managing the day to day operations of the 
Pacific Northwest business. 

Benjamin and his wife Brooke moved to Woodland in 2007. They have two daughters, 
Kayla and Kylie, who are currently enrolled in Woodland Public Schools. 

AWC is a private, non-profit, non-partisan corporation that represents Washington’s 
cities and towns before the state legislature, the state executive branch, and with 
regulatory agencies.  Membership is voluntary; however AWC maintains 100% 
participation from Washington’s 281 cities and towns.  The goal of AWC is to create and 
maintain livable cities and towns throughout the state. 

 




